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he lion from the sanctuary ofthe
Arab goddess Allat in Palmyra
gives she|ter to a gazelle be-

tween his massive paws An Aramaic
i nscri ption on on e paw reads: May Allat
bless whoever does not shed blood in the

sanctuab|.

The history of the lion reflects the
comprehensive approach of the PoIish
Centre of Mediterranean Archaeol-
ogy (PCMA) specialists to their wor|<;

discovery and preservation, but also
study and documentation, as we|| as

popularization of the results



Discovered in lq77 by the Polish archaeological mission
in PaImyra, the relief of a lion probably dates from the
turn of the eras lt was located on the outside wall of
the sanctuary of the pre-|slamic goddess Allat. Found
in pieces, the lion was reconstructed by PoIish conserva-
tor5 andset in frontofthe PaImyra Museum With time,
it became a prominent symboI of the city- Polish spe,
cialists repeated the conservation works in zoo5, when
they aIso designed the scuIpture gallery in the mu5eum,
During the war in zol5, the lion was smashed to pieces
ln ApriI and May zo16, Polish experts rushed to Palmyra
with an archaeologicaI and conservation rescue mis,
sion, to worl< on preIiminary protection and reconstruc-
tion ofthe destroyed monuments.

Conservators and archaeologists from Poland were
among the fi rst foreign specialists who responded to the
caIl of the Ceneral Directorate of Antiquities and Muse-
ums of Syria (DCAM) for help in rescuing monuments of
Pa|myra. During both of thisyear's missions in Pa|myra,
Polish experts with experience from previous work in
Pa|myra, focused on rescuing the damaged artefacts,
primarily colIecting fragments of sculptures and stucco
del iberately bro|<en or damaged duri n g the war, The pro-

visional|y reassembled objects are protected in museum
rooms. The worl< carried out and specific guidelines on
h ow to proceed with the differe nt catego ries of artefacts
have been summarized in a report submitted to the
DCAM

Excavations of the Polish ArchaeoIogicaI Mission were
conducted without interruption for over half a century,
from l959 untiI the outbreak ofwar in 2o11 lnitiaIly, the
studied area was the Camp of Dioc|etian (the western
district of the city) and the Valley of the Tombs (west-

ern necropolis) Since the l99os, the mission wor|<ed on
the urban infrastructure, urban pIanning and residen-
tial architecture, and the excavation moved to the city
center, near the Creat Colonnade, In recent years, Byz-
antine basilicas in the district Iocated to the north ofthe
creat co|onnade were studied There were also works
on urban fortifications and documentation of the Arab
cast|e The last discovery before the interruption of the
works was the establishing of the originaI location of the
Pal myrene Tariff near the city agora,

From the begi n ni ng of work i n l 959, the results of every
campai gn have been publ ished as part ofthe bool< series
Palmyre Fouilles polonąises l V and Studia Palmyreńshie, as

we|| as in the magazine Polish Archaeology in the Mediter-
y a n eą n (http : l l www pcma uw edu pl /p l/pam-j o urnal/)
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